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Director 

Angelina Grimke’s anti-lynching play Rachel is the first play 
written by an African American woman to be published in 
the United States. Produced by the NAACP in March 1916, 
Rachel was the first play by an African American that was 
meant to be staged. The play tells the story of Rachel 
Loving, a hopeful young woman coming of age who 
imagines a life helping others and raising a family. Rachel’s 
life is never the same after she discovers the devastating 
effects of racism on the children she cares for and the truth 
about the deaths of her late father and brother.
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